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The Savior’s Table of Swine 

Did Peter’s Vision in Acts 10 abolish the Set-Apart Diet? 
By William Schnoebelen ©2013 

 
Many Christians become perplexed when they hear warnings about not eating pork, shellfish or other 
Biblically unclean foods. Immediately they open their Bibles and go to the vision Peter was shown in 
Acts 10:10-16. Most of you know the passage - and at first reading, it does seem to imply that the 
Almighty has done away with unclean foods. But is that true? Does that premise hold water? I submit 
that a deeper look is needed into this passage of Scripture! 

10 And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, 
he fell into a trance, 

11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending upon him, as it had 
been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: 

12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and 
creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. 

14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or 
unclean. 

15 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, 
that call not thou common. 

16 This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven. 

 
First of all, our guiding precept is that the BIBLE is sole authority for doctrine and our lives and 
practice – not men’s traditions. One of the clear statements in the Bible is that the Almighty Loving 
Creator of the universe does not change. Here are some examples of this: 
 

God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should 
repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not 
make it good? – Num. 23:19 
 
For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. – 
Mal. 3:6 
 
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. – Heb. 13:8 

 
There is also this statement from the prophet Isaiah – talking about prophets, seers or teachers: 
 

To the law [Torah] and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them. – Is. 8:20 

 
Our second guiding precept from the Bible is that you cannot use one isolated Bible verse to support 
a doctrine! This is according to the “law of two or three witnesses” (Deut. 17:6, 19:5; Matt. 18:6, 1 
Cor. 14:29, 2 Cor.13:1 and 1 Tim. 5:19). You will note that when we make an assertion, we use at 
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least two Bible verses to support it. Many unfortunate doctrines have come from someone taking an 
isolated verse out of context and building a whole teaching around it. An example of this would be the 
Mormon (LDS) church’s practice of baptizing their dead relatives and even dead strangers. This 
doctrine is taught based on only one verse – 1 Cor. 15:29! Another example would be the Vatican 
hanging its whole shaky corrupt hierarchy upon one verse about Peter – Matt. 16:18. 
 
So, applying the above-mentioned precepts to the passage in Acts 10, do you think it is likely that 
Yahuwah (Who does not change) would suddenly re-write His commandments in the Torah? It is 
not likely. This is especially true when one considers that He calls seafood and pork abominable (Lev. 
7:21, 11:10, 20:5, Deut. 14:3) – a term He also uses to describe incest, adultery and child sacrifice 
(see all of Lev. 18, especially verse 30).  
 
A similar term, “abomination” is applied to sodomy (Lev. 20:13) and idolatry (Deut. 7:25). 
Strangely, pastors thunder from their pulpits against homosexuality and idolatry, but most never 
mention the abomination of eating swine or shellfish. 
 
It therefore seems unlikely that Yahuwah would suddenly change His mind and tell Peter that 
something that was abominable five minutes earlier was now alright to eat. Something more is 
obviously meant here. 
 
Third precept: When the Scriptures seem to contradict themselves, the problem is with our reading 
of the Bible, NOT with the text itself. This is because the Bible is perfect (Ps. 18:30, 19:7-8, 2 Tim. 
3:16-17)! We most assuredly are not! So, we need to look further at this passage. As with many 
errors, light can be shed just be reading more verses. After verse 16, we read this in verse 17: 
 

Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should 
mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for 
Simon's house, and stood before the gate, 

 
If Peter knew the vision meant when it seemed to mean at first blush, why was he doubting its 
meaning? Obviously, he knew about Is. 8:20 and Mal. 3:6. He knew the Almighty would not change 
His commandments. So, he looked beyond the overt meaning. Conveniently, later on in the same 
chapter, he interprets the vision for us. Isn’t the Bible amazing – it is the world’s only self-
interpreting book! 
 

Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons: - Acts 10:34 

 
See, Peter perceived that – like many visions – this vision of the sheet full of unclean creatures was 
symbolic of a deeper meaning! The unclean animals represented gentiles or unbelievers, folks who 
were considered unclean by the Israelite people. In fact, they were often called dogs (an unclean 
animal) – see Deut. 23:18, Ps. 22:16, Matt. 7:6, Phil. 3:2, and Rev.22:15. In fact, even our 
beloved master Yahushua implied the gentile woman who came to Him to heal her daughter was a 
dog (Mark 7:27). 
 
Thus, though on the surface the vision appeared to be permission to eat unclean foods, it actually 
related to the gentiles and – secondarily – to what was called “table fellowship.” In those days, 
rabbinical traditions (TAKANOT in Hebrew) held that if a Hebrew sat down and ate with a gentile or 
even entered their house, they would be unclean. This is NOT in the Torah! The rabbis ruled that 
Hebrews were only allowed to eat with their fellows during table fellowship. This is partially because 
in Bible days, eating with someone was a profound sign of CHAVARIM (fellowship) in a spiritual way 
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that we no longer understand. That is why the expression “breaking bread” (Luke 24:35, Acts 2:42, 
46) is so important in understanding the Apostolic faith. 
 
In any event, this tradition of men (and that is all that it was) shows up as an issue when Peter got up 
and separated himself from gentile Believers in Gal. 2:11-14 because the Judaizers had shown up 
from Jerusalem. See, it wasn’t an issue of Torah that he feared he was breaking, but a rabbinical 
tradition! That is a BIG difference. 
 
Getting back to Acts 10, because of these traditions, Peter would not have even been allowed to go into 
Cornelius’ house (a gentile)! That is why Yahuwah gave the vision WHEN He did – so Peter would 
know it was permissible to go into the man’s home and preach. Their salvation and being filled with 
the Holy Spirit surprised him and everyone with him! 
 
Thus, we see that this vision in Acts 10 did not and could not contradict Leviticus 11 (and many 
other passages in Torah). It simply showed Peter that he was to use his prophetic “keys” (Matt. 
16:19) to open the gates of the Kingdom to gentile people. 
 
The gospel writings make it clear that Peter was one of the three main apostles. If Yahushua had 
changed (or intended to change) the dietary laws of Torah, isn’t it reasonable to assume that our 
Master would have told Peter at some point before ascending into glory? If He had told him, why was 
Peter so aghast at the idea of the vision presenting him with unclean foods to eat? 
 
This is all the more important when you consider that Yahushua Himself taught that He did not come 
to change any of His Father’s laws (Torah). In Matthew 5 He warned us: 

17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil. 

18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Since heaven and earth are obviously still here, then not the tiniest commandment of the Law has 
been done away with! What could be simpler? Add to this other important words from our Master in 
John’s gospel: 
 

If ye love me, keep my commandments. – John 14:15 
 
He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and 
he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him. – John 14:21 

 
And then there are these words from the apostle John, written at the end of apostolic times (c. 90-95): 
 

And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He 
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. – 1 John 2:3-4 
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And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, 
and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. – 1 John 3:22 
 
For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous. – 1 John 5:3 

 
Also, there are the words of Paul, whom many cite as someone who taught that the Torah was done 
away with in this age: 

Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 
law. – Rom. 3:31 

Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. – 
Rom. 7:12 
 
For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. – Rom. 7:14 
 
But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; - 1 Tim. 1:8 

 
Finally – Paul’s warning about those who teach lawlessness (Greek: ANOMIA - iniquity): 
 

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, 
until he be taken out of the way. – 2 Thess. 2:7 

 
Yahuwah does not contradict Himself, and Yahushua’s amazing sacrifice on Calvary did NOT 
magically turn swine flesh and shellfish into something healthy to eat. If we want to be set-apart 
(holy) people, we need to eat set-apart foods that Yahuwah has given us to put in His temple (our 
bodies). 
 
In fact, if Yahushua thought so much of swine, why on earth did He cast Legion into a herd of pigs. 
Think about that! 
 
From a health standpoint, we can see why the Torah rules are in place. Look at these facts, just about 
swine flesh (WARNING: this list is NOT for the faint-hearted OR the weak in stomach): 

• Yahuwah designed the pig to be nature’s garbage disposal. Pigs eat living tumors off of other 
animals. They will eat dirt, decaying vegetable matter, feces, urine, and maggots.  

• The flesh and fat of swine absorbs toxins 30 times more than the fat or flesh of beef or other 
mammals. 

• Pork digests and is absorbed much faster than other meat, so the toxins in the flesh (see above) 
are dumped onto our livers a lot faster, really taxing our organs. 

• Pigs do not sweat – nor perspire through their tongues like canines. That means all the toxins 
that are removed from our bodies through perspiration remain in the bodies of swine. 

• Dead swine flesh attracts worms and insects faster than any other mammal. In a few days, the 
flesh is full of worms. 

• Swine flesh contains over a dozen parasites including flukes, tapeworms and trichinae. There 
honestly is NO safe temperature that you could cook pork in that would ensure all these 
parasites – their cysts and eggs – would be destroyed. I could tell you stories that would turn 
your stomachs upside down. Breaking Yahuwah’s dietary laws is the major reason why most 
Americans (and indeed most people) have so many parasites, which can cause life threatening 
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illnesses – most notably cancer (for more on this, see Dr. Hulda Clark’s works, especially 
THE CURE FOR ALL CANCER and also PARASITE REX by Carl Zimmer).  

• Pork has twice as much fat as beef. 
• Pigs digest their food much more rapidly than cows, which have four stomachs. Because of this, 

the toxins in their diet are absorbed more quickly into their flesh. 
• Pigs are so toxic; they appear to be immune to rattlesnake venom. 
• Pigs carry around 30 diseases that can be passed to humans. This is why Yahuwah forbade us 

to even touch their carcass (Lev. 11:8). 
• The trichinae worms are very pernicious and can lodge in our spinal cord, muscles, intestines 

and brain. This causes trichinosis, which most have heard of. But what most do not know is 
that sub-clinical forms of it can manifest as all sorts of inflammatory diseases – including 
arthritis, MS, meningitis, typhoid or the symptoms of alcohol poisoning. Remember, many of 
us have millions of these worms in our bodies if we have eaten pork and have not done a 
parasite cleanse. Each one of these tiny organisms excretes waste! They poop! That waste is 
toxic and raises our pH levels enormously. Imagine having a city where a million people were 
relieving themselves into the sewer system and you were drinking the water without the benefit 
of a sewage treatment plant! That is the body of a pork eater! Our “sewage plant” is our hard 
working liver and kidneys. But this sort of filth can overwork both organs and the result is a 
damaged liver that then cannot protect us from serious disease threats like cancer! Dr. Clark’s 
book (cited above) has excellent information on how to do a parasite cleanse. 

 

Of course, countless Believers are led astray by pastors who teach from Matthew 6:25… 

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than 
raiment? 

They will say, “See, this tells us we no longer need to worry about Old Testament dietary 
commandments. We are to take no thought for what we are to eat!” This is one of the worst 
imaginable cases of out-of-context eisegesis (reading things into a text that YOU want to see there) I 
have ever heard of!  

In the context, our Master is obviously talking about worrying and fretting over the future – where to 
get money for food, for clothing, etc. Otherwise, if the rest of the verse were interpreting in this same 
bizarre fashion, Believers would be running around naked since we are not to worry about raiment or 
clothing either. Additionally, this is the same sermon (Sermon on the Mount) in which just a chapter 
earlier Yahushua warned that anyone who taught to not keep the least of His commandments (see 
above quoted scripture – Matt. 5:19) would be called least in the Kingdom of heaven! He would not 
contradict Himself!  

Of course, the fruit of this kind of teaching is that some Believers think they can eat unhealthy foods 
like Big Macs, donuts, pork sandwiches and Ding Dongs without having any health consequences! The 
end result is that many Christians are among the unhealthiest, overweight, and heart disease-riddled 
folks in the country! 

By way of contrast, the healthiest church in the US is the Seventh Day Adventist church that forbids 
pork and shellfish and teaches a vegan diet. Studies have shown they live an average of four-five years 
longer than other Americans. 
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When we look at the rather appalling state of the health of most Christians and indeed many 
ministers of the gospel – obesity, cancer, and stroke - we need to recall the words of the prophet 
Jeremiah: 

And say thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; Cursed be the man 
that obeyeth not the words of this covenant [the Torah], - Jer. 11:3 

Many may say, “But I eat pork or shrimp and I am a mighty prayer warrior or a great minister and 
pray down miracles.” In contrast, hear what Yahushua says in Matthew 7,  

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? 

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity [lawlessness]. 

Our Master wants us to be in good health – that is why He gave us the blueprint for healthy living in 
His Book, the Bible! 

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even 
as thy soul prospereth. – 3 John 1:2 

 
To receive our free newsletter, THE LIBERATOR, either by post or email,  

contact us at: 
 

www.withoneaccord.org 
 
 
 
 
 


